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.am DOMAIN REDEEMED

From now on the .am domain can include any kind of subdomains which were not subject
to sale in case of their namings being a geographical name, a general term, an Internet
code of any country, a common abbreviation or name. According to Igor Mkrtoumian,
president of “Internet union”, there are no more prohibiting conventions of that kind: the
.am domain is completely open.

As the “Internet Union”’s president noted, the main reason for backing up domains in the
past was the unstable condition of the .am domain in Armenia. “We were concerned that
irresponsible people would register numerous important domains which were primarily
meant for naming Internet sites of state importance. That’s why we had prohibited selling
a number of domains. Now we believe it’s time to remove the ban since the field has
become rather stable, and providing domains freely can offer an incentive to the
development of Armenian Internet.” However some domains have not been backed up
regardless of being previously banned or open. For example, back in 2000, when the
union officially banned domain registration with names including general terms, the site
www.mobil.am was registered which belongs to the American organization ExonMobil.
The www.dot.am site, belonging to the American BRS Media company, was registered in
1999. And when opening www.information.am you get to
www.globalbusinesscatalog.com instead, which is the site of the “Global Business
Catalog” company, registered in 2000. The names of sites such as www.port.am,
www.soft.am, www.media.am, www.job.amm, www.hayastan.am are considered general
terms and were supposed to be backed up, as is stated in an official announcement of the
“Internet Union”. But those had been sold before the decision on opening the domains.
“True, during the process of providing names there were oversights, but that’s history
now and there’s no point in discussing them today,” says Igor Mkrtoumian.

Not everyone believes these to be oversights or the results of internal policy, though.
“There must be no restrictions when providing names. Many international organizations
work on a first-come-first-served basis,” says Kolya Hovhannisyan, board member of the
union. The president of the “Arminco” company, Andranik Alexanyan, shares this
opinion. “What were we supposed to do with the state importance domains which could
not be sold? We don’t know who needs them now. Why not give them to people to use?
Afterwards if someone thinks he needs it more and that we have made a mistake, he can
take it into court, give arguments and get the domain. FIFO — first in — first out.”

Mr. Alexanyan strongly believes that if something can be sold, then it must be sold even
if it is a national property.

“Take the Armenian brandy. We can’t drink all of the product. It certainly should be
sold and that’'s why it's produced — to bring income, right? It's all about businesss”
says Andranik Alexanyan. Thus, one could come to the conclusion that similarly
subdomains should come on the international market as products, like gold. Unlike
gold, however, domains are returnable. “At present a lot of goods that are thought to
be state property are exported and that’s it, but the same isn’t true for domains: they
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are provided for temporary use — with a period of a few years,” claims Andranik
Alexanyan.

In Hrach Bayadyan'’s opinion, an IT specialist, there’s a wrong policy on providing
subdomains in Armenia. According to him, a clear technique must be worked out
here, such as giving access to registration to those only who are natives or
organizations engaged in the given field of activity.

David Sandoukhchian, legal adviser in the “Internews” NGO, is of the same opinion.
“Sometime in the past we registered the media.am domain for “Internews”, which
was certainly not occasional. If hotel.am was of special value and was to be hold
inaccessible, then the same should go with the media.am. Naturally a question arises —
what were the criteria?” says Mr. Sandoukhchian.

It stands to reason that domains must be sold and used, but there’s no clear-cut policy
on providing domains, and there’s never been one. After all the Internet is the most
available method of information exchange, and we have a problem in being
introduced there. And the .am domain is a unique visiting card. The question of
domains is not so acute today. Armenian Internet faces relatively more serious
problems; contents in foreign language prevail in the .am domain, there are no search
engines in Armenian (translator’s note: wrong — www.google.am for one). It's all
interrelated, though, since because of such problems Armenians often give preference
to the .ru and .com domains, for these are more available in the world than the
Armenian one. There are no advantages that would attract people to Armenian
domains. The government shows no interest in these issues, and a single hope is the
conscientiousness and initiatives of individuals and organizations.

4000 subdomains registered in the .am domain during 10 years

It seems that only those domains have remained which do not really interest users.
Since last September a list of domains has been placed (translator’s note: this
September ... has been placed - in the source text) on the sites of domain registration
organizations, 69 in all. These are supposed to have been previously banned. As the
president of the “Internet Union” claims, no one has applied for forty of them.
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It's worthwhile to mention that Internet registration is done online at the “Who is”
section on www.amnic.net. An applicant is expected to select a preferred domain on
the page, check the name of one of the registering companies - Arminco, Xternet,
Netsys, Web, Dolphin — and fill out a corresponding form. Then the applicant visits
the company and signs the agreement sent to him via mail in advance. The domain
belongs to the individual or legal entity that signed the agreement as long as the latter
pays an annual domain fee. In the event of the annual fee change, the individual or
the organizations pays the sum defined in the agreement. In case of a failure to pay,
the domain is redeemed and returned to the public field. A domain occupant pays $26
a year against a $5-10 fee for the .com and .org domains. There used to be also a
registration fee equal to $10.

A sold domain is non-returnable

“Internet Union” owns the right to manage the .am domain. The union, however,
doesn’t control the site contents and has no right to take a sold domain back. What
should be done if a domain has been sold, but then its name turns out to be that of a
brand or someone’s property? Or what if the name of a sold domain in use later
proves to be very appropriate for naming a site of state or public importance? This
question has no exhaustive answer. According to the equal rights principle, no
government body can make a bought domain its own. The use of brands as a property,
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their protection and registration techniques are controlled by the laws on “Brand and
Service Signs” and “Firm Namings”. If a brand is registered in the state administration
of intellectual property, then using it without the owner’s consent is prohibited.
Consequently, he alone can have a site with his brand name. But a brand name being
registered in a relevant administration does not imply that the name cannot be
written on a wall, for instance. The laws ban using it with the purpose of income or
damage, either of which can be done by means of a site.

The International Copyright Organization proposed the following: if a brand name is
not used to its owner’s damage or with an eye to earning income at the owner’s
expense, then it can be someone else’s site name, of course, if (s)he was the first to
buy the domain. After all the one who registers may well be unaware of the existence
of such a brand.

“Under these circumstances it’s possible that in foreign countries, where they have
precedents for resolving such matters, the court meet the domain owner halfway. Our
laws have no provisions of using a brand name as a domain. | doubt that these
conditions will be taken into account in our courts. It’s clearly stated in our laws that
all rights of a brand name belong to its owner. So if someone registers a domain, they
can have trouble if it’s not their own brand name,” says David Sandoukhchian, legal
adviser in the “Internews” NGO.
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